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Wildlife Tree Patches

The Ministry of Forests and Water, Land and Air Protection (WLAP) approved and released “Provincial Wildlife Tree Policy and Management Recommendations” (February 2000).  This policy paper provides clear direction regarding wildlife tree retention, and should be used as guidance by Arrow Boundary Forest District Licensees.

There are a few points that merit restating or interpreting here to ensure that there is clear communication and understanding by all parties.

Guiding Principles for Wildlife Tree Retention:

· The most important consideration for wildlife tree retention is QUALITY.  We can achieve wildlife tree / stand structure objectives with minimal impact to timber supply if we do a good job of selecting high value wildlife trees for retention.

· Stand structure elements that are important for maintaining biodiversity include dead wood, standing dead trees, coarse woody debris, large living trees, tree species diversity and structural diversity.  These elements are well described in Appendix 5 of the Biodiversity Guidebook.  Specific valuable wildlife tree attributes are well described within the February policy paper.

· Most, if not all, cutblocks have some valuable wildlife tree attributes which should be retained.

· Wildlife tree patches (WTP) are to be retained for a minimum of one rotation.
This does not necessarily apply to additional reserves that have been retained for purposes other than wildlife trees (i.e.: visuals), but reserves that have specifically been selected and identified for wildlife tree attributes must be kept a minimum of one rotation.

· The distribution of wildlife tree reserves is important.  500 metres should still be considered a guideline for maximum distance between reserves.  However, there are often opportunities for individual or patch retention of wildlife trees at closer spacing.

· In accordance with Section 19 of the Timber Harvesting and Silviculture Practices Regulation, no salvage may occur within WTP without written notification. Licensees received written notification per section 19 on July 24, 2003. This notification specifies the conditions that must be followed when salvaging in WTP. 

· Forest planners and operators who are making decisions regarding wildlife tree retention should have training through the “Wildlife Tree Danger Assessors Course” and all efforts should be made to avoid harvesting valuable wildlife trees.

Impact Management and Administration Issues:

· To be consistent with provincial timber impact estimates for wildlife tree retention, the timber harvesting land base (THLB) impact has been capped at 50% (this assumes that at least 50% of the wildlife tree targets will be achieved outside the THLB).

· Therefore, the targets for wildlife tree retention within cutblocks will stay the same, but a maximum of 50% should be located on the THLB.

· Non-contributing landbase that is located within the Total Area Under Prescription (TAUP) can be used to meet up to 100% of the wildlife tree retention target – if it contains suitable wildlife tree attributes and meets the ecological guiding principles for wildlife tree selection outlined within the February policy paper.  However, if there is less than 50% of the target available in non-contributing, wildlife tree retention will be less than the target.

· The target percentages for wildlife tree retention should be considered soft targets at the cutblock level and hard targets at the cutting permit level.  (Note that the policy suggests targets to be achieved at the sub-zone level, but this would entail a broader scale tracking system to monitor this.  For the time being, targets should be achieved and tracked at the cutting permit scale)

· All wildlife tree reserves must be included within the TAUP.

· There are provisions within this wildlife tree policy for varying the amount of non-contributing landbase that will be assumed to meet targets (the 50%) by sub-zone within a landscape unit, while still averaging 50% over the whole landscape unit.  This may be a desirable approach, and could be pursued in the development of landscape unit objectives for stand structure.  In the interim however, continue to use the 50% as a guideline. 
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* based on Appendix 10 Wildlife Tree Retention Targets 2001 FDP
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